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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-4 and 8-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. These claims recite "the message" and it is unclear which 
message it refers to since these claims recite "at least one message" and "a help message". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Watts 
(6,22,539). The image printing apparatus by Watts comprising: image printing means for 
printing an image on the basis of image data; storage means for storing information concerning 
details of a message for operating said image printing apparatus; and display means for 
displaying the message and for, when a message for which the information concerning the details 
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of the message is stored in said storage means is displayed, displaying identification information 
which indicates that the details of the message can be displayed (Figure 4; column 5, lines 4-16; 
Figure 5A-5L; column 5, lines 17-37). The apparatus further comprises control means for 
causing said display means to display the message, said storage means stores the information 
concerning the details of the message in correspondence with information concerning the 
message, and said control means recognizes whether or not information concerning the details of 
the message is stored in said storage means, when causing said display means to display the 
message, and causes said display means to display identification information together with the 
message, when recognizing that the information is stored (Figure 4; column 5, lines 4-16; Figure 
5A-5L; column 5, lines 17-37). 

The storage means stores corresponding information which indicates that the information 
concerning the details of the message is stored in correspondence with the information 
concerning the message, and said control means recognizes on the basis of the corresponding 
information whether or not the information concerning the details of the message is stored in said 
storage means (Figure 4; column 5, lines 4-16). The apparatus further comprises operating 
means having a help key which is operated by a user to instruct said display means to display a 
help message, said control means changes display contents on said display means when said 
operating means is operated, and the identification information is information for identifying 
each of a plurality of messages displayed by said designating means as a message for which 
whether or not the information concerning the details of the message can be displayed on said 
display means(Figure 5A-5L; column 5, lines 17-37). The control means causes said display 
means to display the details of the message on the basis of the information concerning the details 
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of the message when the help key is operated while the identification information is displayed on 
said display means together with the message (Figure 5A-5L; column 5, lines 17-37). 

The message is displayed on said display means together with a setting window for 
setting a condition for formation of the image, and said control means causes said display means 
to display details of the message on the basis of information concerning the details of the 
message when the help key is operated while the identification information is displayed, and 
causes said display means to display the details of the setting window when the help key is 
operated while the identification information is not displayed on said display means together 
with the message (Figure 4; column 5, lines 4-16; Figure 5A-5L; column 5, lines 17-37). 

The message is displayed on said display means together with a setting window for 
setting a condition for formation of the image, and said control means causes said display means 
to display information concerning details of the message when the help key is operated while the 
identification information is displayed, and causes said display means to display detailed 
information concerning the setting window when the help key is operated while the identification 
information is not displayed on said display means, and the detailed information concerning the 
setting window is stored in said storage means (Figure 4; column 5, lines 4-16). The storage 
means stores the detailed information concerning the setting window in correspondence with the 
information concerning the setting window, and said control means determines whether or not 
the detailed information concerning the setting window is stored in said storage means, when the 
help key is operated while the identification information is not displayed on said display means, 
and causes said display means to display the setting window, when determining that the detailed 
information is stored in said storage means. 
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The message and the details of the message are an operation instruction for the user and 
details of the operation instruction, respectively, and said control means causes said display 
means to display the details of the operation instruction when the help key is operated while the 
identification information is displayed on said display means together with the operation 
instruction for the user. The message and the details of the message are a message stating that 
image printing cannot be started and details indicating that image printing cannot be started, 
respectively, and said control means causes said display means to display details indicating that 
the image printing cannot be started, when the help key is operated while the identification 
information is displayed on said display means together with the message stating that the image 
printing cannot be started (Figure 5D; column 5, lines 17-37). 

Watts teaches an image printing apparatus comprising: image printing means for printing 
an image on the basis of image data; operating means operated by a user; display means for 
changing display contents when said operating means is operated; and control means for 
controlling said display means, wherein said operating means includes a help key for selecting a 
help function, and said control means causes said display means to display details indicating that 
image printing cannot be started, when the help key is operated while a message stating that 
image printing cannot be started is displayed on said display means (Figure 4; column 5, lines 4- 
16; Figure 5A-5L; column 5, lines 17-37). 

Watts teaches an image printing apparatus comprising: image printing means for printing 
an image on the basis of image data; operating means operated by a user; display means for 
changing display contents when said operating means is operated; and control means for 
controlling said display means, wherein said operating means includes a help key for selecting a 
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help function, and said control means causes said display means to display details of an 
instruction operation for the user, when the help key is operated while message indicating the 
operation instruction for the user is displayed on said display means. 

The control means for controlling said display means, wherein said operating means 
includes a help key for selecting a help function, and said control means causes said display 
means to display the details of the message, if information concerning the details of the message 
corresponding to the message displayed on said display means is stored in said storage means 
when the help key is operated, and causes said display means to display details of the setting 
window if information concerning the details of the message corresponding to the message 
displayed on said display means is not stored in said storage means (Figure 4; column 5, lines 4- 
16; Figure 5A-5L; column 5, lines 17-37). 

The control means for controlling operation of said image printing apparatus, operating 
means for allowing the user to perform input operation, and display means for changing a display 
window in accordance with a key input, wherein said operating means includes a help key for 
allowing the user to select a help function, and said control means controls said display means to 
display details indicating that image printing cannot be started, when the help function is selected 
by the help key while said display means is displaying information indicating that the image 
printing cannot be started. 

The control means for controlling operation of said image printing apparatus, operating 
means for allowing the user to perform input operation, and display means for changing a display 
window in accordance with a key input, wherein said operating means includes a help key for 
allowing the user to select a help function, and said control means controls said display means to 
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display details of an operation instruction for the user, when the help function is selected by the 
help key while said display means is displaying information for the operation instruction for the 
user (Figure 4; column 5, lines 4-16; Figure 5A-5L; column 5, lines 17-37). The operating 
means includes a help key for allowing the user to select a help function, and said control means 
controls said display means to display identification information for allowing the user to identify 
each of a plurality of messages displayed on said display means as a message for which whether 
or not details of the message can be displayed through the help function (Figure 4; column 5, 
lines 4-16; Figure 5A-5L; column 5, lines 17-37). The operating means for allowing the user to 
perform input operation, and display means for changing a display window in accordance with a 
key input, the operating means including a help key for allowing the user to select a help 
function, comprising, when the help function is selected by the help key while the display means 
is displaying information indicating that image printing cannot be started is displayed, 
controlling the display means to display details indicating that the image printing cannot be 
started (Figure 4; column 5, lines 4-16; Figure 5A-5L; column 5, lines 17-37). 

The help function is selected by the help key while the display means is displaying an 
operation instruction for the user, controlling the display means to display details of an operation 
instruction for the user (Figure 4; column 5, lines 4-16). The operating means including a help 
key for allowing the user to select a help function, comprising controlling the display means to 
display identification information for allowing the user to identify each of a plurality of messages 
displayed by the display means as a message for which whether or not details of the message can 
be displayed through the help function (Figure 4; column 5, lines 4-16; Figure 5A-5L; column 5, 
lines 17-37). 
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Response to Arguments 



5. Applicants arguments with respect to claims have been considered. The claims are 
indefinite and it is unclear what is being claimed. The claims remain rejected until the 
indefiniteness is resolved. See cited pertinent art. 



examiner should be directed to Quana M. Grainger whose telephone number is 571-272-2135. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-6pm 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Arthur Grimley can be reached on 571-272-2136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Quana M Grainger 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 
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